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Directors’ Note 
Murder on the Nile is based on Agatha Christie’s 1937 novel Death on 
the Nile which itself started off as a play that Christie called Moon on the 
Nile. Once written, she decided it would do better as a book and she 
only resurrected the play version in 1942 when she was in the middle 
of writing the theatrical version of And Then There Were None and her 
actor friend Francis L. Sullivan was looking for a play in which Hercule 
Poirot might feature. Discussions took place until October as Christie was 
tired of the character of Poirot and wanted to exclude him from the drama 
altogether. She managed to persuade Sullivan of this plan when she 
promised to write into the play the part of a church canon for him to play.

This is Carol’s first time directing with Community Players, previously she 
had been Assistant Director in Twelve Angry Men.  Suzanne had directed 
Agatha Christie’s A Murder is Announced and been Assistant Director in 
Room Service.  They have enjoyed collaborating on this project and have 
found it’s great not to shoulder all the responsibility solo! 

Huge thanks must go to Dean Craig and Ken Cox for taking on whatever 
role needed a stand-in.  

We are very excited to have four new faces in the cast.  Please stay after 
the show to say hello and welcome them to the Community Players family.

Warning
There will be two gun shots in the course of the play

Acknowledgements
Carol & Dean Craig for wicker chairs

This performance of Murder on the Nile is an amateur production.

Cast (in order of appearance)]
Steward ............................................................................Dean Craig
Beadsellers ......................................................Nate Burke, Lynn Hodak
Miss ffoliet-ffoulkes .............................................................. Pam Smith
Christina ......................................................................Amy Hollander
Smith ............................................................................ Graham Wills
Louise .............................................................................Brittany Belle
Dr Bessner .........................................................................Ollie Taylor
Kay Mostyn ...................................................................Rachelle Kates
Simon Mostyn ................................................................ Sam Dempsey
Canon Pennefather .....................................................Dale Zimmerman
Jacqueline De Severac ................................................Bequita Dempsey
Captain McNaught ..........................................................Dave Jenkins

Synopsis of Scenes
The scene is laid throughout in the observation salon of the paddle 
steamer Lotus on the Nile between Shellal and Wadi Halfa
Act 1 At Shellal.  Late afternoon.
Act 2 Scene 1 By the temple of Abu Simbel.  Three days later.  

Evening after dinner.

15 Minute Intermission (refreshments available in the hallway)
Act 2 Scene 2 The same, five minutes later
Act 3 The same, next morning 

Production Crew
Producer ....................................................................David Hollander
Directors ....................................................Carol Craig, Suzanne Wills
Set Design ..................................................................... Graham Wills
Costumes ............................... Pam Smith, Amy Hollander, Irene Servose 
Props  .............................................................................  Kay Lawson 
Stage Manager  .............................................................  Dave Jenkins
Sound Design .......................................................................Ed Green 
Lighting/Sound  .....................................................................Ken Cox
Publicity ............................................................................Lynn Hodak 
Logo/Program .............................................................. Suzanne Wills 
Tickets  ........................................ Ken Cox, David Hollander, Mary Wu
Concessions ...............................................................David Hollander 
House Manager .............................................. Irene Servose, Mary Wu 
Set Construction  ........... Ken Cox, Nate Burke, Carol Craig, Dean Craig,
 Bequita Dempsey, Sam Dempsey, Lynn Hodak, Amy Hollander, 
 Dave Jenkins, Graham Wills, Suzanne Wills  
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Biographies (alphabetical order)]

Brittany Belle [Louise] 
This is Brittany’s first production with 
Community Players.  She’s excited to be on 
the other side of the lights again.  When not 
on stage, Brittany enjoys singing in her high 
school’s advanced female choir and the Fox 
Valley Festival Chorus, baking, practicing her 
drawing, making small crafts, and spending 
time with her friends.  She is grateful to Carol, 
Suzanne and all the cast and crew for a 
wonderful experience.  Brittany thanks her 
mom and her sister for all their support.

Dean Craig [Steward] 
Dean has been a long time member of 
Community Players, last appearing as Juror 
#2 in Twelve Angry Men. Besides being on 
stage for 14 Community Player shows, Dean 
has been lighting and sound operator, assistant 
director, stage manager and house manager.  
When not on stage, Dean works for Alcatal-
Lucent and during his free time, enjoys running 
and playing softball. He thanks Suzanne and 
his wife Carol for their direction and support in 
Murder on the Nile.

Nate Burke [Beadseller] 
Nate Burke is glad to be back on stage to 
exercise his natural persuasiveness as a 
beadseller, who with his partner, are the 
purveyors of the finest wares in all of Egypt.  
When not displaying the finest ancient Egyptian 
relics, Nate enjoys ‘making the internet go’ 
working at an Internet Service provider, and 
playing French Horn with the Fox Valley 
Philharmonic Orchestra.

Biographies (continued)]

Bequita Dempsey [Jacqueline De Severac] 
Bequita is excited to be making her Community 
Players debut.  She has performed with New 
American Theatre, Rockford & Porchlight Music 
Theatre, Chicago.  Bequita double-majored 
in Music & Theatre at North Central College 
where she performed in great productions 
such as 42nd Street, A Little Night Music, A 
Chorus Line.  She loves being an entrepreneur, 
traveling, spending time with family and 
friends.  She lives in Naperville with her 
husband, Sam, and pups, Indy and Fred.

Sam Dempsey [Simon Mostyn] 
Sam is happy to be in his first production 
with Community Players.  He is currently 
the Production Manager for the Fine Arts 
Department at North Central College.  He 
oversees the daily operations of Pfeiffer Hall, 
Wentz Concert Hall, Meiley-Swallow Theater 
and Madden Theater.  In college he performed 
onstage, however, in grad school, he earned 
an MFA in ‘the backstage’ or ‘dark arts’ 
of technical theatre.  Sam enjoys studying 
medieval combat, cryptozoology and other 
geeky things.

Lynn Hodak [Beadseller] 
Lynn is excited to perform another cameo in 
another show with such a talented group of 
people!  Lynn usually works on the production 
side of theater - including producing numerous 
shows for The Summer Place:  Barnum, 
Cheaper By The Dozen, West Side Story, 
Grease, You’re a Good Man Charlie Brown, 
Footloose, Into the Woods, Oklahoma, and 
Peter Pan.  Thanks to Suzanne and Carol for 
giving her a chance to have a good time! 
Enjoy the show - want a donkey ride?



Biographies (alphabetical order)]

Brittany Belle [Louise] 
This is Brittany’s first production with 
Community Players.  She’s excited to be on 
the other side of the lights again.  When not 
on stage, Brittany enjoys singing in her high 
school’s advanced female choir and the Fox 
Valley Festival Chorus, baking, practicing her 
drawing, making small crafts, and spending 
time with her friends.  She is grateful to Carol, 
Suzanne and all the cast and crew for a 
wonderful experience.  Brittany thanks her 
mom and her sister for all their support.

Dean Craig [Steward] 
Dean has been a long time member of 
Community Players, last appearing as Juror 
#2 in Twelve Angry Men. Besides being on 
stage for 14 Community Player shows, Dean 
has been lighting and sound operator, assistant 
director, stage manager and house manager.  
When not on stage, Dean works for Alcatal-
Lucent and during his free time, enjoys running 
and playing softball. He thanks Suzanne and 
his wife Carol for their direction and support in 
Murder on the Nile.

Nate Burke [Beadseller] 
Nate Burke is glad to be back on stage to 
exercise his natural persuasiveness as a 
beadseller, who with his partner, are the 
purveyors of the finest wares in all of Egypt.  
When not displaying the finest ancient Egyptian 
relics, Nate enjoys ‘making the internet go’ 
working at an Internet Service provider, and 
playing French Horn with the Fox Valley 
Philharmonic Orchestra.

Biographies (continued)]

Bequita Dempsey [Jacqueline De Severac] 
Bequita is excited to be making her Community 
Players debut.  She has performed with New 
American Theatre, Rockford & Porchlight Music 
Theatre, Chicago.  Bequita double-majored 
in Music & Theatre at North Central College 
where she performed in great productions 
such as 42nd Street, A Little Night Music, A 
Chorus Line.  She loves being an entrepreneur, 
traveling, spending time with family and 
friends.  She lives in Naperville with her 
husband, Sam, and pups, Indy and Fred.

Sam Dempsey [Simon Mostyn] 
Sam is happy to be in his first production 
with Community Players.  He is currently 
the Production Manager for the Fine Arts 
Department at North Central College.  He 
oversees the daily operations of Pfeiffer Hall, 
Wentz Concert Hall, Meiley-Swallow Theater 
and Madden Theater.  In college he performed 
onstage, however, in grad school, he earned 
an MFA in ‘the backstage’ or ‘dark arts’ 
of technical theatre.  Sam enjoys studying 
medieval combat, cryptozoology and other 
geeky things.

Lynn Hodak [Beadseller] 
Lynn is excited to perform another cameo in 
another show with such a talented group of 
people!  Lynn usually works on the production 
side of theater - including producing numerous 
shows for The Summer Place:  Barnum, 
Cheaper By The Dozen, West Side Story, 
Grease, You’re a Good Man Charlie Brown, 
Footloose, Into the Woods, Oklahoma, and 
Peter Pan.  Thanks to Suzanne and Carol for 
giving her a chance to have a good time! 
Enjoy the show - want a donkey ride?



Biographies (continued)]

Pam Smith [Miss ffoliet-ffoulkes] 
Pam is returning to the Community Players’ 
stage to play her recurring role as an elderly 
lady involved with murder. She first appeared 
as Letty Blacklock in A Murder is Announced 
and most recently as Aunt Abby in Arsenic & 
Old Lace. She has enjoyed being part of the 
Players’ productions since 2006. Thanks for 
all the great memories! “Christina!  Where’s 
Christina?” 

Ollie Taylor [Dr Bessner] 
Ollie appeared in the first Community Players’ 
production.  Since that first show he has been 
in over thirty productions as an actor, assistant-
directed three and directed four productions.  
He has also been house manager several 
times and appreciative audience member 
many times.  “One of the hardest jobs,” says 
Ollie, “was running a spotlight!”  Thanks to the 
Community Players for lots of very enjoyable 
experiences and to Marsha and Tom for 
allowing me to “play” for more than 30 years.

Graham Wills [William Smith] 
Graham has acted in roles from Beaker in 
The Muppet Show to John Proctor in The 
Crucible. He has directed Shakespeare and 
Alan Ayckbourn, as well as musicals including 
Kiss Me Kate and Oklahoma. He wrote and 
directed a version of Dracula. His most recent 
outing was in a new comedy Romeo and Juliet: 
Ten Years Later. He likes Agatha Christie, and 
dislikes liver.

Biographies (continued)]

Amy Hollander [Christina Grant] 
Amy is an 8th grade science and math teacher 
at Kennedy Junior High in Naperville (Go 
Eagles!). A long-time member of Community 
Players, she has been both onstage and 
behind the scenes. Favorite roles include Lucy, 
Ado Annie, Lady Macbeth, Edwin Drood, and 
member of the ensembles for Godspell and 
School House Rock. Amy wants to thank her 
husband, Dave, and son, Nathan for always 
supporting her and giving her time to play. 

Dave Jenkins [Captain McNaught] 
Dave is a veteran of many Community 
Players productions, whether on stage, in the 
orchestra pit or backstage.  He either plays 
crazy characters like Charlie in Amateurs and 
Teddy in Arsenic and Old Lace, or characters 
with odd names, like Oysters, Faker and 
Bazzard. His favorite are the crazies.  In his 
spare time Dave is a father, musician and a 
huge Cardinal and Blues fan (the hockey team 
and the music).

Rachelle Kates [Kay Mostyn] 
Rachelle Kates is excited to be a part of her 
first Community Players Production Murder 
on the Nile. O, what fun this is going to be! 
Rachelle has starred in such roles as Maria 
in The Sound of Music, The Witch in Into the 
Woods and Tansy McGinnis in The Nerd. 
Rachelle owes a huge debt of gratitude to her 
parents for supporting her, and to her husband 
and son for being perfect in every way and 
for putting up with such a dramatic human 
being all these years! (He married an actress, 
he had it coming)!
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Biographies (continued)]

Dale Zimmerman [Canon Pennefather] 
Dale has been in 18 Community Players 
productions, including some favorite roles in 
Inherit the Wind, Lion in Winter, Life With 
Father, Room Service, Bedroom Farce, and 
Graham Wills’ version of Dracula. Much 
appreciation to his wife Rosemary for her 
patience, understanding, and support while he 
pursues his passion.

About Community Players
Community Players is celebrating its 33rd year of quality community 
theater with its 49th production Murder on the Nile.  If you’d like 
to receive emails about upcoming auditions/shows, please contact 
suzanne@willsfamily.org. 

Previous Community Player Productions
1981 The Fantasticks | 1982 You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown | 1983 
Arsenic and Old Lace | 1984 Two-by-Two | 1985 The Mousetrap | 1986 
The Music Man | 1987 A Majority of One | 1988 Snoopy | 1989 Spoon 
River Anthology | 1990 You Can’t Take It With You | 1991 South Pacific 
| 1992 Life With Father | 1993 Brigadoon | 1994 Showstoppers Review 
| 1995 The Dining Room – The Lion In Winter | 1996 Kiss Me, Kate – 
Community Cabaret | 1997 Ten Little Indians – Godspell | 1998 Oklahoma 
– The Importance of Being Earnest | 1999 The Crucible – Schoolhouse 
Rock, Live! | 2000 The Secret Garden – Room Service | 2001 Macbeth 
– The Best Christmas Pageant Ever | 2002 The Mystery of Edwin Drood – 
Bedroom Farce | 2003 Dogsbreath Devereaux, the Dastardly Doctor or...
Nurses Foiled Again! – Quilters | 2004 HMS Pinafore – Let’s Murder Marsha 
| 2005 Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland | 2006 Bye, Bye, Birdie! – A 
Murder is Announced | 2007 Inherit the Wind – The Diary of Anne Frank | 
2008 Arsenic and Old Lace – Amateurs | 2009 The Sound of Music – Steel 
Magnolias | 2010 Bleacher Bums – You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown | 
2011 Dracula | 2012 My Son is Crazy but Promising – Twelve Angry Men
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