
The Community Players Present

On behalf of the entire troupe at Community Players, we would like 
to thank you sincerely for your patronage and encourage you to join 
us again very soon. If you should have an interest in working with this 
group, in any capacity, please fi ll out the information requested at the 
bottom of this page and give it to one of the ushers before you leave the 
theater.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Name: _______________________________________________

Telephone (with area code):_____________________________

Email Address: (if you’d like to be on our email list.)

 ________________________________________

Community Players Proudly Presents

Friday, March 20, 7:30 pm
Saturday, March 21, 7:30 pm

Friday, March 27, 7:30 pm
Saturday, March 28, 2:00 pm and 7:30 pm

Community Players
Community United Methodist Church

20 N. Center Street, Naperville, IL

by 
Richard Rodgers, 

Oscar Hammerstein II, Howard Lindsay
and Russel Crouse



The Sound of Music

Copyright ©, as an unpublished work, 1960 by Howard Lindsay and 
Russel Crouse

Copyright ©, 1960, by Richard Rodgers, Oscar Hammerstein II, Howard 
Lindsay and Russel Crouse

Lyrics from musical compositions Copyright ©, 1959 by Richard Rodgers 
and Oscar Hammerstein II.

Williamson Music, Inc., owner of publication and allied rights throughout 
the world.

The Sound of Music opened at the Lunt-Fontanne Theatre in New York 
City on November 16th, 1959 continuing for 1,442 performances.  The 
London Production at the Palace Theatre started on May 18th , 1961, 

and ran for at least 1,230 performances.

Director’s Note

THE SOUND OF MUSIC is the fi rst professional musical performance 
I ever attended.  Almost fi fty years later I am still moved by the story 
and the songs.  It was a little overwhelming when the music and scripts 
arrived in the mail.  The script has diagrams for a revolving stage, de-
scriptions of about a dozen scenes, and lyrics for about a dozen songs.  
Furthermore, many of the songs have reprises which have slight varia-
tions.  Here at Community United Methodist Church, we have a stage 
with a door that raises!  However, with some imaginative planning, the 
production staff was able to create all the different scenes and the talent-
ed cast mastered the songs and all the variations.   Use your imagination 
as the Trapp living room and the offi ce of Mother Abbess transform into 
other settings during the performance; or as the altar area of the abbey 
becomes the  steps of the Trapp terrace, a hallway in the abbey, or the 
concert hall stage.

I have already mentioned the production crew and the cast.  Community 
Players’ productions are always a collaborative effort.  I hope you will 
take the time to review ALL the names of the production crew and cast 
members which are listed in the program.  WE hope you will join us for 
future presentations.  WE know you will enjoy THE SOUND OF MUSIC.

- Ollie Taylor

About Community Players

Community Players is celebrating its 29th year of quality community the-
ater with its 42nd production, THE SOUND OF MUSIC.

Our Shows 

1981 The Fantasticks 1982 You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown 1983 
Arsenic and Old Lace 1984 Two-by-Two 1985 The Mousetrap 1986 

The Music Man 1987 A Majority of One 1988 Snoopy 1989 Spoon River 
Anthology 1990 You Can’t Take It With You 1991 South Pacifi c 1992 

Life With Father 1993 Brigadoon 1994 Showstoppers Review 1995 The 
Dining Room • The Lion In Winter 1996 Kiss Me, Kate • Community 

Cabaret 1997 Ten Little Indians • Godspell 1998 Oklahoma • The 
Importance of Being Earnest 1999 The Crucible • Schoolhouse Rock, 

Live! 2000 The Secret Garden • Room Service 2001 Macbeth • The Best 
Christmas Pageant Ever 2002 The Mystery of Edwin Drood • Bedroom 
Farce 2003 Dogsbreath Devereaux, the Dastardly Doctor or...Nurses 

Foiled Again! • Quilters 2004 HMS Pinafore • Let’s Murder Marsha 2005 
Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland 2006 Bye, Bye, Birdie! • A Murder 
is Announced 2007 Inherit the Wind • The Diary of Anne Frank 2008 

Arsenic and Old Lace • Amateurs 2009 The Sound of Music

Special Thanks

The cast and crew of THE SOUND OF MUSIC would like graciously to 
thank the following people and organizations: 

Lottie Carter, Pam and Lee Rehm, and Sandra Wood for the loan of 
props used on the set. 

Tempo Players for the loan of some of our costumes.

All Dressed Up, Batavia, IL, for the rental of some of our costumes.



Special Events

The Pretzels and Prayer children’s Lenten workshop returns for its third 
year. Children in kindergarten through fi fth grade are invited to join us on 
Holy Saturday, April 11, from 10:00 a.m. to noon in Fellowship Hall for 
some creative fun and exploration of prayer. Come make and eat home-
made pretzels (courtesy of Auntie Anne’s), learn the prayer-centered his-
tory of these pretzels, learn the Lord’s Prayer, and discover other ways to 
pray.

Two Labyrinths will be prepared by Community UMC youth in 
Fellowship Hall for Holy Week (April 6 through 11). Labyrinths have been 
used by Christians since medieval times as a means to meditate, pray, 
and connect with God in a higher spiritual way. They represent the inner 
pilgrimage we are called to make to take us to the center of our being. 
Come walk either or both of the labyrinths during Holy Week and see 
what you discover.

About Community United Methodist Church

As a community of faith and part of God’s nurturing family, all persons 
are invited to join in worship, spiritual enrichment and Christian fellow-
ship. People of all races, genders and sexual orientation are welcome. 
Several different services are provided, each with its own style.

    As a congregation with open hearts, open minds and open 
doors, we fervently live into the words of John Wesley: “If thou 
lovest God and all humankind, I ask no more: give me thine hand.” 
Our welcome knows no boundaries of age, race ethnicity, culture, 
gender, marital status, sexual orientation, economic condition, 
physical or mental ability.

Production Crew

Producer ............................................................................Dave Hollander

Director ............................................................................... Oliver J. Taylor

Assistant Director .....................................................................Dean Craig

Musical Director ...................................................................... Lana Sutton

Orchestra ........... Joline Bastounes, Ed Green, Cindy Lytle, Kyle Markwell

Choreographer .........................................................................Avery Sipla

Assistant Choreographer ..................................................Penny Johnston

Costumes ..............................Amy Hollander, Jill Morrow, and Pam Smith

Stage Manager ........................................................................ .Evie Burke

House Manager ........................................................................ Ollie Taylor

Set Design ....................................................................................Ken Cox

Set Construction .................................................................Ken Cox, Scott 
Shallcross, Dave Hollander, Kevin Russell, Jamie Kennedy, and the cast.

Mountain Scenery......................................................................Jill Morrow

Lighting Design ..................................................................... Graham Wills

Lighting ..............................................................................Dave Hollander

Spotlight......................................................... Penny Johnston, RaySutton

Sound Recording ........................................................................ Ed Green

Sound ...........................................................................................Ken Cox

Photography .............................................................Toni Reiss, Tim Elliott

Publicity ....................................................................................... .Ken Cox

Props ...................................................................................... Kay Lawson

Program ..................................................................................... Toni Reiss

Logo and Poster Design .................................................... Beth Buffi ngton

Box Offi ce .....................................................................................Ken Cox

Set Crew ...............................Eddie Green, Garth Lawson, James Morrow

Ushers ................................................................. Debbie and Justin Craig

Refreshments ...... John Klein-Collins, Jonah, Seth and Luke Klein-Collins



Cast of Characters

Maria Rainer .............................................................................Mary Elliott

The Mother Abbess ............................................................. Susan Weiner

Sister Berthe, Mistress of Novices...............................Becky Klein-Collins

Sister Margaretta, Mistress of Postulants ........................... Amy Hollander

Sister Sophia ...................................................................... Marilyn DiCola

Captain Georg von Trapp ......................................................Dave Mueller

Franz, the butler .......................................................................Nate Burke

Frau Schmidt, the housekeeper .............................................Susan Biggs

Liesl, age 16 .....................................................................Sarah Hollander

Friedrich, age 14.............................................................Nathan Hollander

Louisa, age 13 ...................................................................... Annie Weiner

Kurt, age 10 ....................................................................... Jeremy Russell

Brigitta, age 9 ....................................................................Megan Lapham

Marta, age 7 .......................................................................... Brynn Frantz

Gretl, the youngest .............................................................. Hannah Klose

Rolf Gruber, age 17 .................................................................Bryan Craig

Elsa Schraeder .................................................................. Beth Buffi ngton

Max Detweiler .......................................................................Paul Singelyn

Herr Zeller ..............................................................................Don Fleschut

Frau Zeller ................................................................................. Toni Reiss

Baron Elberfeld ........................................................................... Ed Green

Baroness Elberfeld ..................................................................Nancy Snell

A New Postulant .................................................................Carol Gerhardt

Admiral von Schreiber .................................................... Dale Zimmerman

Nazis...........................................................Garth Lawson, James Morrow

Party Guests .........................Kathy Beitzel, Roger Beitzel, Mary Markwell

Trio ............................................... Roger Beitzel, Dean Craig, Ollie Taylor

Fraulein Schweiger ............................................................. Laura Denklau

Off-Stage Voice ......................................................................Eddie Green

CUMC Holy Week Worship

Community United Methodist Church invites you to join us for our Holy 
Week worship.

Holy Week

Palm and Passion Sunday is April 5. We will enter worship with palms 
and praise, then hear the story of the Passion from the Gospel of Mark.

Lectionary: Mark 11:1-11; Philippians 2:5-11; Isaiah 50:4-9a
The Passion: Mark 14:1 - 15:47

Maundy Thursday is April 9. Community UMC will hold a service at 7:30 
p.m., recalling Christ’s last supper with his disciples and the new cov-
enant.

Good Friday is April 10. Community UMC, Wesley UMC, and First 
Congregational UCC will worship together at 7:30 p.m. at Wesley UMC 
(21 E. Franklin).

Holy Saturday is April 11. The 5:00 p.m. service will include liturgical 
readings from the Easter Vigil lectionary.

Easter Sunday

“Christ is risen!” Celebrate the day at any (or all) of our Easter ser-
vices.

Lectionary: John 20:1-18; 1 Corinthians 15:1-11; Acts 10:34-43

The Easter Sunrise Service is at 6:00 a.m. The United Methodist 
Men prepare and present this service and welcome all to their Easter 
Breakfast at 7:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.

Services at 20 N. Center will be at the usual times of 8:30 and 11:00 
a.m., and OnCenter at 11:00 a.m. Holy Communion will be shared at 
these services



Rosemary Zimmerman (Nun) has been in a few 
Community Player’s productions including Aunt Eller in 
OKLAHOMA and one of the pick-a-little ladies in THE 
MUSIC MAN.  She is happy to be part of such a big cast 
for THE SOUND OF MUSIC.  

Dale Zimmerman (Admiral vonSchreiber) is in his 15th 
play with Community Players since he fi rst appeared in 
LIFE WITH FATHER in 1992. The opportunity to work 
with people that he has come to know through previous 
productions or has met for the fi rst time here is one of 
the joys of being a part of this theater group.

Susan Weiner (Mother Abbess) is glad to be back on 
stage after a twenty year hiatus (previous shows include 
CABARET, GIRL CRAZY, and H.M.S. PINAFORE). 
Susan teaches preschool and loves to garden. She 
loved having her daughter Annie in the show with her. 
The greatest joys in her life are her three children: 
Michael, Beth, and Annie! 

Annie Weiner (Louisa) is excited to be in this production 
of THE SOUND OF MUSIC. She was previously seen 
in SEUSSICAL THE MUSICAL at Washington Junior 
High where she attends sixth grade. Annie enjoys 
playing basketball, soccer, volleyball, and hanging with 
friends. She is grateful to her friends and family for all 
the support!

Marsha Taylor (Nun) was a pre-school teacher at Word 
of Life Pre-School in Naperville for many years.  Her 
only appearance on the stage was in the chorus during 
Community Players’ production of BYE BYE BIRDIE.   
She has really enjoyed the camaraderie  in the nuns’ 
chorus.  However, someone should do something about 
that director.  His wife should speak to him!

Nuns’ Chorus

Lori Klose, Soloist

Michelle Barton, Kathy Beitzel, Laura Denklau, Beth Elders, 
Carol Gerhardt, Shannon Kennedy, Stephanie Palubicki Kennedy, 

Katie Lapham, Mary Markwell, Jill Morrow, 
Chris Mueller, Toni Reiss, Nancy Snell, Pam Smith, Avery Sipla, 

Marsha Taylor,  Rosemary Zimmerman 

Synopsis

The Mother Abbess is unsure that life in a convent is best for Maria; so 
Maria is sent to become the governess for Captain von Trapps’ seven 
mischievous children. Maria introduces the children to the joys of singing 
and wins their hearts. The strict captain is also won over as Maria revives 
the sounds of music in the von Trapp villa. Baroness Elsa Schraeder, the 
captain’s fi ancée, is not pleased when she realizes the captain has feel-
ings for Maria. However, Max Detweiler, a family friend, is very pleased 
when he discovers this family of wonderful singers. Maria fl ees back to 
the abbey when she realizes that she is falling in love with the captain, 
but The Mother Abbess has Maria return to the von Trapp villa to “fi nd 
the life [she] was born to live.” To further complicate things, the Germans 
have taken over Austria and demand that Captain von Trapp accept a 
commission in the navy of the Third Reich. In order to delay accepting 
the commission, Captain von Trapp joins the von Trapp family singers. 
(Max arranged for the family to perform in the festival while the newly-
weds were on their honeymoon.) The von Trapps make their escape 
while the awards are being announced.



Synopsis of Scenes
Act I

Scene 1: The Nonnberg Abbey

Preludium ........................................ The Nuns of the Nonnberg Abbey

Scene 2: A Mountainside near the Abbey

The Sound of Music ......................................................................Maria

Scene 3: The Offi ce of the Mother Abbess, the next morning

Maria ..............Sisters Berthe, Sophia, Margaretta, and Mother Abbess

My Favorite Things .......................................Maria and Mother Abbess

Reprise: My Favorite Things .........................................................Maria

Scene 4: On the Road to the Trapp Villa

I Have Confi dence ........................................................................Maria

Scene 5: The Living Room of the Trapp Villa, that afternoon

Do-Re-Mi ......................................... Maria and the von Trapp Children

Scene 6: Outside the Villa, that evening

Sixteen Going On Seventeen ..........................................Rolf and Liesl

Scene 7: Maria’s Bedroom, later that evening

The Lonely Goatherd ........................................ Maria and the Children

Scene 8: A Hallway in the Villa

Reprise: The Lonely Goatherd.......................................................Gretl

Scene 9: The Terrace of the Villa, six weeks later

How Can Love Survive? ..................... Max, Elsa, and Capt. von Trapp

Reprise: The Sound of Music ..........The Children and Capt. von Trapp

Scene 10: The Living Room, one week later

Scene 11: The Living Room, the same evening

So Long, Farewell ............................................................. The Children

Scene 12: A Corridor in the Abbey

Morning Hymn ..........................................................Some of the Nuns

Scene 13: The Offi ce of the Mother Abbess, three days later

Climb Ev’ry Mountain .............................. Mother Abbess and the Nuns

Paul Singelyn (Max Detweiler) is resuming his stage 
career after a 48 year hiatus.  He has lived in Naperville 
for 22 years, where he is a member of the Naperville 
Men’s Glee Club.  He has been married for 41 years to 
Nancy, has two sons and six grandchildren.  He runs a 
small manufacturing company in Chicago

Avery Sipla (Nun, Choreographer) graduated from 
North Central College and is the Dance Program 
Coordinator for the Naperville Park District, where she 
also teaches ballet.  She has performed in over 30 
community productions including OKLAHOMA!, ALICE 
IN WONDERLAND (White Chess Queen),  SEUSSICAL, 
BYE BYE BIRDIE (Gloria Rasputin), and A MURDER 
IS ANNOUNCED (Julia).  Her choreographic credits 
include THE MYSTERY OF EDWIN DROOD, H.M.S. 
PINAFORE, and THE SOUND OF MUSIC.  

Pam Smith (Nun Postulant)  is returning to the 
Community Player’s stage for a 5th time having last been 
seen as Abby Brewster in ARSENIC AND OLD LACE. 
She is also returning to Nonnberg Abbey for a 2nd time, 
previously seen as a postulant named Maria. Pam’s 
major role lately is that of costume engineer. Special 
thanks to all her “sisters” in the theater community for 
neverending love and support!

Jeremy Russell (Kurt) is a 10-year-old, 4th-grade 
student at Elmwood Elementary School in Naperville.  
He has taken several acting classes through The 
School of Performing Arts. While this is his fi rst on stage 
performance, he has written and performed in a movie, 
ALIEN ATTACK IN NAPERVILLE, and submitted it to 
The Naperville Film Festival in 2008.

Nancy Snell (Nun, Baroness Elberfeld) Nancy is so 
happy to be in this show! When she played Louisa in 
her high school’s production, she secretly longed to be 
in the beautiful Nuns’ Chorus, too, now’s her chance!  
And she gets to dance at the party, too!  Although she 
was in many shows in high school and college, this is 
her fi rst time on Community Players’ stage. It’s been 
lots of fun - thanks to all.



Dave Mueller (Captain von Trapp) A long-time 
Naperville resident, Dave is excited to be in his fi rst 
show with Community Players.  Dave is a member of 
the Naperville Men’s Glee Club and has been involved 
in local theatre or singing for many years.  This show is 
particularly momentous for him to be able to share in 
his wife’s stage debut.  He thanks his three children for 
keeping the sound of music and laughter in his life.

Toni Reiss (Frau Zeller, Nun) is happy to return to the 
Community Player’s stage.  Most recently she was the 
assistant director for THE DIARY OF ANNE FRANK 
and has had small roles in INHERIT THE WIND and 
BYE BYE BIRDIE.  Her last major role was that of 
Bunny in the Agatha Christie mystery, A MURDER IS 
ANNOUNCED.  She has thoroughly enjoyed being the 
Jewish nun in the group and is happy to have a singing 
role.  Thanks to my hubby, my girls, and my wonderful 
voice teacher.

Chris Mueller (Nun) is excited to be making her stage 
debut in THE SOUND OF MUSIC!  She has watched 
her children and husband perform in many shows over 
the years, and is glad Ollie and Dave (Captain von 
Trapp) encouraged her to audition. (Although it is a bit 
odd watching your husband marry another woman on 
stage!)  Thanks to Community Players for the opportunity 
and her kids for their love and support! 

Jill Morrow (Nun) This is the second time Jill has played 
a nun. She did THE SOUND OF MUSIC in the 2003 
production at North Central College. She says the Latin 
is coming much easier this time around. Jill has been 
in 21 different productions since 1992. Her most recent 
and favorite show was playing Martha Brewster in 
ARSENIC AND OLD LACE here at Community Players.
She enjoys playing in this show again and, of course, 
working with all of her friends here.

James Morrow (Nazi Soldier) is in his second 
production here with Community Players. He played 
the hot dog vendor/reporter in INHERIT THE WIND. 
He really enjoys working with all the people here and 
looks forward to being in many more shows. He thanks 
everyone here for all their support and teaching.

Act II

Scene 1: The Terrace, the same day

Reprise: My Favorite Things ............................ The Children and Maria

No Way to Stop It ................................ Elsa, Max, and Capt. von Trapp

An Ordinary Couple .................................... Maria and Capt. von Trapp

Scene 2: A Corridor in the Abbey, two weeks later

Scene 3: A Cloister Overlooking the Chapel, immediately following

Gadeamus Domino ................................................................ The Nuns

Scene 4: The Nonnberg Abbey, immediately following

Reprise: Maria ....................................................................... The Nuns

Confi temini Domino ............................................................... The Nuns

Scene 5: The Trapp Villa Living Room, one month later

Reprise: Sixteen Going On Seventeen ......................... Maria and Liesl

Scene 6: The Concert Hall Stage, three days later

Reprise: Do-Re-Mi ................Maria, Capt. von Trapp, and the Children

Edelweis ...............................Capt. von Trapp, Maria, and the Children

Reprise: So Long, Farewell ...Maria the Children, and Capt. von Trapp

Scene 7: The Garden of the Abbey, that night

Finale Ultimo ................................................................... The Company



Biographies

Directors

Lana Thompson Sutton (Musical Director) has a 
music degree from North Central College.  She taught 
music in public schools and also taught private voice 
and piano lessons. Lana worked as a Director/Minister 
of Music and Conductor for 20 years on staff in local 
churches before attending seminary and becoming 
ordained.  Some may know her as “Pastor Lana” who 
recently retired from full-time pastoral work, which now 
gives her time to direct THE SOUND OF MUSIC - her 
personal favorite of all musical productions! Just look at 
the smile on her face as she conducts this performance 
fi lled with extremely talented people!

Oliver J. Taylor (Director, Trio) Ollie taught English and 
math at Washington Junior High School in Naperville for 
thirty-three years. He also directed all of Washington’s 
plays and musicals from 1968-2001. This is his third 
show to direct for Community Players (DOGSBREATH…
[2003] and ARSENIC… [2008]. If Ollie can count this 
“Alfred Hitchcock cameo appearance”, this is his 26th 
performance on the stage for Community Players. 
Thanks to Marsha and Tom for their support! 

Michelle Barton (Nun) After a four-year hiatus, Michelle 
is glad to be back on the stage. Since her appearance 
as the Duchess in ALICE IN WONDERLAND, she has 
continued her role as wife, and teacher while adding the 
role of mom. She is glad that Dana will be able to see 
her mom on stage for the fi rst time. Thanks to Jim and 
Dana for their support!

Dean Craig (Assistant Director, Party Guest, Trio) has 
been involved with Community Players for over 25 years 
in a variety of capacities. This is his second show as an 
Assistant Director, both which included working with his 
son Bryan. 

Cast
in alphabetical order

Mary Markwell (Nun, Party Guest) is playing one of the 
sisters in the nunnery. She’d like to thank her husband 
Kevin and son Kyle for being so supportive of her theatre 
hobby.  Favorite parts from the past have been Snoopy 
from the show, SNOOPY; the Pepper Cook in ALICE 
IN WONDERLAND; choreographer and chorus of THE 
SECRET GARDEN; and the beginning of it all - chorus 
of AMAHL AND THE NIGHT VISITORS. Break a leg to 
a wonderful cast!

Megan Lapham (Brigitta) is in Young Naperville Singers, 
a singing group that performs in multiple different 
languages, harmonies and more. She has also been 
in the show THE BIBLE IN BROADWAY at Community 
United Methodist Church. Megan is in 4th grade at 
Beebe Elementary School, where she enjoys writing, 
playing with friends, swimming, and more hobbies 
(such as singing and acting.) Megan has enjoyed the 
experience of being in THE SOUND OF MUSIC and 
working with all of the wonderful people in it.

Becky Klein-Collins (Sister Berthe) is excited to play 
Sister Berthe, and even though she doesn’t get to swipe 
any carburetors on stage, singing “fl ibbertigibbet” is a 
dream come true. Becky wishes to thank her husband 
John for all those Sunday afternoons, Luke and Seth for 
their amusing misconceptions of nuns, and Jonah for 
being such a great rehearsal partner at home.  

Katie Lapham (Nun Postulant) is a long-time member 
of Community United Methodist Church. This is her 
fi rst show with Community Players. Katie is a worship 
and song leader for On-Center, Community United 
Methodist Church’s contemporary service. She loves 
to sing and has greatly enjoyed learning the harmonies 
and Latin language with the nuns’ chorus. THE SOUND 
OF MUSIC has been a wonderful experience for her to 
share with her daughter, Megan, aka, Brigitta.

Garth Lawson (Nazi Offi cer) enjoys being on stage, 
both acting and doing set construction. He also enjoys 
making an occasional prop including the crucifi x used 
on the set for this performance.



Shannon Kennedy (Nun Postulant) is a sixth grader 
at St. Joseph School in Downers Grove. She has 
been in many school plays, THE WIZARD OF OZ with 
the Wheaton Drama Club and THE MAKEOVER OF 
JERUSALEM at Wesleyan Church in Glenn Ellyn.  She 
has also had many solos in school music productions. 
Shannon loves playing sports and is currently in the 
Championship of her leauge in basketball.

Sarah Hollander (Liesl) has been in numerous shows 
with the Community Players and in her school musicals.  
Recently, she has been Margot in THE DIARY OF ANNE 
FRANK with the Players.  She wants to thank her family 
for putting up with her busy schedule, her friends for 
understanding her exhaustion during the early mornings, 
and the cast and crew for being absolutely amazing! :)

Lori Klose (Nun [Soloist]) is a graduate of Illinois 
Wesleyan University with a minor in theater. She is very 
happy to “sing once more”! She has appeared most 
recently in productions of FOOTLOOSE! , BARNUM, 
and JEKYLL AND HYDE after a long hiatus. Much 
love to my family and especially Shelby, Caroline, and 
Hannah.

Hannah Klose (Gretl) is a fi rst grader at Ranchview 
School in Naperville. She loves to play with her friends 
in her free time. She is a Daisy Scout and also recently 
learned to ride her bike. This is her fi rst musical. She 
would like to thank the cast and directors for all their 
help with the big words in her script and music!

Stephanie Palubicki Kennedy (Nun) This is 
Stephanie’s fi rst stage appearance since high school 
and fi rst musical.  She is delighted to be singing alto 
in the nuns’ chorus and providing transportation to and 
from rehearsals for her daughter Shannon.

Beth Buffi ngton (Elsa) has been supported with 
unlimited good humor and popcorn by husband, Tom 
and daughters Emily and Corie. Her favorite stage 
memories have been this past fall playing Dorothy in 
AMATEURS, and the ensemble casts of QUILTERS 
and GODSPELL. In real life, Beth fi lls each day with her 
design/illustration business, weekend biking, the rare 
family dinner, and Tension Tamer Tea. 

Kathy Beitzel (Nun, Party Guest) is making her stage 
debut as a chorus nun.  She would like to thank Lana 
for her patience and Ollie for his direction.  She would 
also like to thank Roger, Laura and Alex for sharing her 
with her sister nuns.  She is also grateful to her parents 
for their help in providing transportation and child care 
as needed. 

Roger Beitzel (Party Guest, Trio) is pleased to return 
for his third performance with Community Players.  He 
last appeared as Herr Krahler in THE DIARY OF ANNE 
FRANK.  He wishes to thank Ollie and Avery for their 
instruction.  He would also like to thank Laura and Alex 
for all their help at home.

Susan Biggs (Frau Schmidt) is excited to be in her 
fi rst Community Players show. “What a wonderful 
opportunity to get to know so many people from the 
church and community who have a love for theater.”  
“Love and thanks to my amazing husband for allowing 
me to be out of the house so much and my two beautiful 
girls who never complained.”

Nate Burke (Franz) is happy to be on stage once again. 
He has been in many Community Players productions, 
but never as the hired help. He is proud to serve as the 
loyal butler of the von Trapp family.



Mary Elliott (Maria Rainer) is excited to be a part of 
THE SOUND OF MUSIC as Maria von Trapp.  It is a 
role for which she has been preparing for many years.  
She was in the chorus of Chicago Light Opera Works 
production of H.M.S. PINAFORE.  Other favorite roles 
include Pamina in Mozart’s DIE ZAUBERFLÖTE, 
Mabel in THE PIRATES OF PENZANCE,  and Jenny in 
QUILTERS.  She has performed as soprano soloist in 
Handel’s MESSIAH and Samuel Barber’s KNOXVILLE: 
SUMMER OF 1915, both with the University of Nevada 
Orchestra.    In addition to performing, Mary maintains 
a voice studio of 30 students and a piano studio of 5 
students.  Thanks to Toby, Sydney, Tim, and Sue for 
letting her follow her dream.

Marilyn DiCola (Sister Sophia) is excited to make 
her debut with the Community Players. She has 
been performing at North Central College’s summer 
productions which include OLIVER, BRIGADOON, 
FIDDLER ON THE ROOF, THE MUSIC MAN, MY FAIR 
LADY and THE SOUND OF MUSIC. She also sings in 
the Naperville Chorus and New England Congregational 
Church Choir. She teaches yoga in her home studio and 
wellness classes at the College of DuPage.

Laura Denklau (Nun, Frauline Schweiger) has previously 
been seen with Community Players in MACBETH and 
INHERIT THE WIND.  This is her favorite musical and 
she is thrilled to be a part of this production.  She would 
like to thank her family for their support; especially for 
putting up with her singing around the house. 

Beth Elders (Nun) is thrilled to be joining the cast of 
THE SOUND OF MUSIC as a nun. She feels incredibly 
connected to her ecumenical/interfaith counterparts in 
the Catholic Church! Beth thanks Lana, Ollie, & her 
fellow nuns for helping her bridge from a Protestant 
Pastor to a Catholic nun.

Bryan Craig (Rolfe) is really excited to be Rolfe in THE 
SOUND OF MUSIC. He has always wanted an iconic 
teenage male role such as this one. Bryan has done 
productions here with Community Players and also at 
Neuqua Valley High School. He wants to thank everyone 
for their love and support. Enjoy the show!

Nathan Hollander (Friedrich) has been in many 
shows with the Community Players and has been in 
two school musicals. Some of the shows include BYE 
BYE BIRDIE and THE BEST CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 
EVER. Currently Nathan is in INTO THE WOODS as 
Cinderella’s Father and the Steward. Nathan wants 
to thank his family and the cast for helping him get 
prepared for the show. 

Brynn Frantz (Marta)  is 9 years old and has been 
performing in community and professional theater since 
age 4. Her credits include OLIVER!, JOSEPH, WIZARD 
OF OZ, CHARLIE AND THE CHOCOLATE FACTORY, 
PILLOWMAN, THE EMPEROR’S NEW CLOTHES, 
THE JUNGLE BOOK, and  THE BEST CHRISTMAS 
PAGEANT EVER.  Brynn has also performed as pianist 
and lead singer with a teen rock band. She is an honors 
student in Bolingbrook.

Don Fleschut (Herr Zeller) is extremely excited to 
return to the stage after three decades since his last 
scripted performance.  In addition to innumerable roles 
in elementary school plays, Don’s stage experience 
includes university acting instruction and a variety of 
spontaneous appearances throughout State College, 
PA. Thanks to my wonderful wife Kathy and awesome 
children Sarah and Christopher for all the loving 
encouragement and support.

Carol Gerhardt (Nun, New Postulant) This is Carol’s 
second production with the Community Players; she 
was Clara Swettenham in A MURDER IS ANNOUNCED.  
Carol is very involved in the drama program at Wheatland 
Salem Church, where she has acted in, directed, and 
assistant directed anything from short dramas to full-
length musicals.   Being a nun in THE SOUND OF 
MUSIC is something Carol has always wanted to do.

Amy Hollander (Sister Margaretta) is an 8th grade 
science teacher at Kennedy JHS. She has been involved 
with Community Players for the last 20 years,  both on 
and behind stage. Favorite past roles include Nellie 
in SOUTH PACIFIC, Ado Annie in OKLAHOMA, and 
Lady Macbeth. Amy enjoyed designing the children’s 
costumes for this show and is the proud mother of 
Nathan & Sarah.



Mary Elliott (Maria Rainer) is excited to be a part of 
THE SOUND OF MUSIC as Maria von Trapp.  It is a 
role for which she has been preparing for many years.  
She was in the chorus of Chicago Light Opera Works 
production of H.M.S. PINAFORE.  Other favorite roles 
include Pamina in Mozart’s DIE ZAUBERFLÖTE, 
Mabel in THE PIRATES OF PENZANCE,  and Jenny in 
QUILTERS.  She has performed as soprano soloist in 
Handel’s MESSIAH and Samuel Barber’s KNOXVILLE: 
SUMMER OF 1915, both with the University of Nevada 
Orchestra.    In addition to performing, Mary maintains 
a voice studio of 30 students and a piano studio of 5 
students.  Thanks to Toby, Sydney, Tim, and Sue for 
letting her follow her dream.

Marilyn DiCola (Sister Sophia) is excited to make 
her debut with the Community Players. She has 
been performing at North Central College’s summer 
productions which include OLIVER, BRIGADOON, 
FIDDLER ON THE ROOF, THE MUSIC MAN, MY FAIR 
LADY and THE SOUND OF MUSIC. She also sings in 
the Naperville Chorus and New England Congregational 
Church Choir. She teaches yoga in her home studio and 
wellness classes at the College of DuPage.

Laura Denklau (Nun, Frauline Schweiger) has previously 
been seen with Community Players in MACBETH and 
INHERIT THE WIND.  This is her favorite musical and 
she is thrilled to be a part of this production.  She would 
like to thank her family for their support; especially for 
putting up with her singing around the house. 

Beth Elders (Nun) is thrilled to be joining the cast of 
THE SOUND OF MUSIC as a nun. She feels incredibly 
connected to her ecumenical/interfaith counterparts in 
the Catholic Church! Beth thanks Lana, Ollie, & her 
fellow nuns for helping her bridge from a Protestant 
Pastor to a Catholic nun.

Bryan Craig (Rolfe) is really excited to be Rolfe in THE 
SOUND OF MUSIC. He has always wanted an iconic 
teenage male role such as this one. Bryan has done 
productions here with Community Players and also at 
Neuqua Valley High School. He wants to thank everyone 
for their love and support. Enjoy the show!

Nathan Hollander (Friedrich) has been in many 
shows with the Community Players and has been in 
two school musicals. Some of the shows include BYE 
BYE BIRDIE and THE BEST CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 
EVER. Currently Nathan is in INTO THE WOODS as 
Cinderella’s Father and the Steward. Nathan wants 
to thank his family and the cast for helping him get 
prepared for the show. 

Brynn Frantz (Marta)  is 9 years old and has been 
performing in community and professional theater since 
age 4. Her credits include OLIVER!, JOSEPH, WIZARD 
OF OZ, CHARLIE AND THE CHOCOLATE FACTORY, 
PILLOWMAN, THE EMPEROR’S NEW CLOTHES, 
THE JUNGLE BOOK, and  THE BEST CHRISTMAS 
PAGEANT EVER.  Brynn has also performed as pianist 
and lead singer with a teen rock band. She is an honors 
student in Bolingbrook.

Don Fleschut (Herr Zeller) is extremely excited to 
return to the stage after three decades since his last 
scripted performance.  In addition to innumerable roles 
in elementary school plays, Don’s stage experience 
includes university acting instruction and a variety of 
spontaneous appearances throughout State College, 
PA. Thanks to my wonderful wife Kathy and awesome 
children Sarah and Christopher for all the loving 
encouragement and support.

Carol Gerhardt (Nun, New Postulant) This is Carol’s 
second production with the Community Players; she 
was Clara Swettenham in A MURDER IS ANNOUNCED.  
Carol is very involved in the drama program at Wheatland 
Salem Church, where she has acted in, directed, and 
assistant directed anything from short dramas to full-
length musicals.   Being a nun in THE SOUND OF 
MUSIC is something Carol has always wanted to do.

Amy Hollander (Sister Margaretta) is an 8th grade 
science teacher at Kennedy JHS. She has been involved 
with Community Players for the last 20 years,  both on 
and behind stage. Favorite past roles include Nellie 
in SOUTH PACIFIC, Ado Annie in OKLAHOMA, and 
Lady Macbeth. Amy enjoyed designing the children’s 
costumes for this show and is the proud mother of 
Nathan & Sarah.



Shannon Kennedy (Nun Postulant) is a sixth grader 
at St. Joseph School in Downers Grove. She has 
been in many school plays, THE WIZARD OF OZ with 
the Wheaton Drama Club and THE MAKEOVER OF 
JERUSALEM at Wesleyan Church in Glenn Ellyn.  She 
has also had many solos in school music productions. 
Shannon loves playing sports and is currently in the 
Championship of her leauge in basketball.

Sarah Hollander (Liesl) has been in numerous shows 
with the Community Players and in her school musicals.  
Recently, she has been Margot in THE DIARY OF ANNE 
FRANK with the Players.  She wants to thank her family 
for putting up with her busy schedule, her friends for 
understanding her exhaustion during the early mornings, 
and the cast and crew for being absolutely amazing! :)

Lori Klose (Nun [Soloist]) is a graduate of Illinois 
Wesleyan University with a minor in theater. She is very 
happy to “sing once more”! She has appeared most 
recently in productions of FOOTLOOSE! , BARNUM, 
and JEKYLL AND HYDE after a long hiatus. Much 
love to my family and especially Shelby, Caroline, and 
Hannah.

Hannah Klose (Gretl) is a fi rst grader at Ranchview 
School in Naperville. She loves to play with her friends 
in her free time. She is a Daisy Scout and also recently 
learned to ride her bike. This is her fi rst musical. She 
would like to thank the cast and directors for all their 
help with the big words in her script and music!

Stephanie Palubicki Kennedy (Nun) This is 
Stephanie’s fi rst stage appearance since high school 
and fi rst musical.  She is delighted to be singing alto 
in the nuns’ chorus and providing transportation to and 
from rehearsals for her daughter Shannon.

Beth Buffi ngton (Elsa) has been supported with 
unlimited good humor and popcorn by husband, Tom 
and daughters Emily and Corie. Her favorite stage 
memories have been this past fall playing Dorothy in 
AMATEURS, and the ensemble casts of QUILTERS 
and GODSPELL. In real life, Beth fi lls each day with her 
design/illustration business, weekend biking, the rare 
family dinner, and Tension Tamer Tea. 

Kathy Beitzel (Nun, Party Guest) is making her stage 
debut as a chorus nun.  She would like to thank Lana 
for her patience and Ollie for his direction.  She would 
also like to thank Roger, Laura and Alex for sharing her 
with her sister nuns.  She is also grateful to her parents 
for their help in providing transportation and child care 
as needed. 

Roger Beitzel (Party Guest, Trio) is pleased to return 
for his third performance with Community Players.  He 
last appeared as Herr Krahler in THE DIARY OF ANNE 
FRANK.  He wishes to thank Ollie and Avery for their 
instruction.  He would also like to thank Laura and Alex 
for all their help at home.

Susan Biggs (Frau Schmidt) is excited to be in her 
fi rst Community Players show. “What a wonderful 
opportunity to get to know so many people from the 
church and community who have a love for theater.”  
“Love and thanks to my amazing husband for allowing 
me to be out of the house so much and my two beautiful 
girls who never complained.”

Nate Burke (Franz) is happy to be on stage once again. 
He has been in many Community Players productions, 
but never as the hired help. He is proud to serve as the 
loyal butler of the von Trapp family.



Biographies

Directors

Lana Thompson Sutton (Musical Director) has a 
music degree from North Central College.  She taught 
music in public schools and also taught private voice 
and piano lessons. Lana worked as a Director/Minister 
of Music and Conductor for 20 years on staff in local 
churches before attending seminary and becoming 
ordained.  Some may know her as “Pastor Lana” who 
recently retired from full-time pastoral work, which now 
gives her time to direct THE SOUND OF MUSIC - her 
personal favorite of all musical productions! Just look at 
the smile on her face as she conducts this performance 
fi lled with extremely talented people!

Oliver J. Taylor (Director, Trio) Ollie taught English and 
math at Washington Junior High School in Naperville for 
thirty-three years. He also directed all of Washington’s 
plays and musicals from 1968-2001. This is his third 
show to direct for Community Players (DOGSBREATH…
[2003] and ARSENIC… [2008]. If Ollie can count this 
“Alfred Hitchcock cameo appearance”, this is his 26th 
performance on the stage for Community Players. 
Thanks to Marsha and Tom for their support! 

Michelle Barton (Nun) After a four-year hiatus, Michelle 
is glad to be back on the stage. Since her appearance 
as the Duchess in ALICE IN WONDERLAND, she has 
continued her role as wife, and teacher while adding the 
role of mom. She is glad that Dana will be able to see 
her mom on stage for the fi rst time. Thanks to Jim and 
Dana for their support!

Dean Craig (Assistant Director, Party Guest, Trio) has 
been involved with Community Players for over 25 years 
in a variety of capacities. This is his second show as an 
Assistant Director, both which included working with his 
son Bryan. 

Cast
in alphabetical order

Mary Markwell (Nun, Party Guest) is playing one of the 
sisters in the nunnery. She’d like to thank her husband 
Kevin and son Kyle for being so supportive of her theatre 
hobby.  Favorite parts from the past have been Snoopy 
from the show, SNOOPY; the Pepper Cook in ALICE 
IN WONDERLAND; choreographer and chorus of THE 
SECRET GARDEN; and the beginning of it all - chorus 
of AMAHL AND THE NIGHT VISITORS. Break a leg to 
a wonderful cast!

Megan Lapham (Brigitta) is in Young Naperville Singers, 
a singing group that performs in multiple different 
languages, harmonies and more. She has also been 
in the show THE BIBLE IN BROADWAY at Community 
United Methodist Church. Megan is in 4th grade at 
Beebe Elementary School, where she enjoys writing, 
playing with friends, swimming, and more hobbies 
(such as singing and acting.) Megan has enjoyed the 
experience of being in THE SOUND OF MUSIC and 
working with all of the wonderful people in it.

Becky Klein-Collins (Sister Berthe) is excited to play 
Sister Berthe, and even though she doesn’t get to swipe 
any carburetors on stage, singing “fl ibbertigibbet” is a 
dream come true. Becky wishes to thank her husband 
John for all those Sunday afternoons, Luke and Seth for 
their amusing misconceptions of nuns, and Jonah for 
being such a great rehearsal partner at home.  

Katie Lapham (Nun Postulant) is a long-time member 
of Community United Methodist Church. This is her 
fi rst show with Community Players. Katie is a worship 
and song leader for On-Center, Community United 
Methodist Church’s contemporary service. She loves 
to sing and has greatly enjoyed learning the harmonies 
and Latin language with the nuns’ chorus. THE SOUND 
OF MUSIC has been a wonderful experience for her to 
share with her daughter, Megan, aka, Brigitta.

Garth Lawson (Nazi Offi cer) enjoys being on stage, 
both acting and doing set construction. He also enjoys 
making an occasional prop including the crucifi x used 
on the set for this performance.



Dave Mueller (Captain von Trapp) A long-time 
Naperville resident, Dave is excited to be in his fi rst 
show with Community Players.  Dave is a member of 
the Naperville Men’s Glee Club and has been involved 
in local theatre or singing for many years.  This show is 
particularly momentous for him to be able to share in 
his wife’s stage debut.  He thanks his three children for 
keeping the sound of music and laughter in his life.

Toni Reiss (Frau Zeller, Nun) is happy to return to the 
Community Player’s stage.  Most recently she was the 
assistant director for THE DIARY OF ANNE FRANK 
and has had small roles in INHERIT THE WIND and 
BYE BYE BIRDIE.  Her last major role was that of 
Bunny in the Agatha Christie mystery, A MURDER IS 
ANNOUNCED.  She has thoroughly enjoyed being the 
Jewish nun in the group and is happy to have a singing 
role.  Thanks to my hubby, my girls, and my wonderful 
voice teacher.

Chris Mueller (Nun) is excited to be making her stage 
debut in THE SOUND OF MUSIC!  She has watched 
her children and husband perform in many shows over 
the years, and is glad Ollie and Dave (Captain von 
Trapp) encouraged her to audition. (Although it is a bit 
odd watching your husband marry another woman on 
stage!)  Thanks to Community Players for the opportunity 
and her kids for their love and support! 

Jill Morrow (Nun) This is the second time Jill has played 
a nun. She did THE SOUND OF MUSIC in the 2003 
production at North Central College. She says the Latin 
is coming much easier this time around. Jill has been 
in 21 different productions since 1992. Her most recent 
and favorite show was playing Martha Brewster in 
ARSENIC AND OLD LACE here at Community Players.
She enjoys playing in this show again and, of course, 
working with all of her friends here.

James Morrow (Nazi Soldier) is in his second 
production here with Community Players. He played 
the hot dog vendor/reporter in INHERIT THE WIND. 
He really enjoys working with all the people here and 
looks forward to being in many more shows. He thanks 
everyone here for all their support and teaching.

Act II

Scene 1: The Terrace, the same day

Reprise: My Favorite Things ............................ The Children and Maria

No Way to Stop It ................................ Elsa, Max, and Capt. von Trapp

An Ordinary Couple .................................... Maria and Capt. von Trapp

Scene 2: A Corridor in the Abbey, two weeks later

Scene 3: A Cloister Overlooking the Chapel, immediately following

Gadeamus Domino ................................................................ The Nuns

Scene 4: The Nonnberg Abbey, immediately following

Reprise: Maria ....................................................................... The Nuns

Confi temini Domino ............................................................... The Nuns

Scene 5: The Trapp Villa Living Room, one month later

Reprise: Sixteen Going On Seventeen ......................... Maria and Liesl

Scene 6: The Concert Hall Stage, three days later

Reprise: Do-Re-Mi ................Maria, Capt. von Trapp, and the Children

Edelweis ...............................Capt. von Trapp, Maria, and the Children

Reprise: So Long, Farewell ...Maria the Children, and Capt. von Trapp

Scene 7: The Garden of the Abbey, that night

Finale Ultimo ................................................................... The Company



Synopsis of Scenes
Act I

Scene 1: The Nonnberg Abbey

Preludium ........................................ The Nuns of the Nonnberg Abbey

Scene 2: A Mountainside near the Abbey

The Sound of Music ......................................................................Maria

Scene 3: The Offi ce of the Mother Abbess, the next morning

Maria ..............Sisters Berthe, Sophia, Margaretta, and Mother Abbess

My Favorite Things .......................................Maria and Mother Abbess

Reprise: My Favorite Things .........................................................Maria

Scene 4: On the Road to the Trapp Villa

I Have Confi dence ........................................................................Maria

Scene 5: The Living Room of the Trapp Villa, that afternoon

Do-Re-Mi ......................................... Maria and the von Trapp Children

Scene 6: Outside the Villa, that evening

Sixteen Going On Seventeen ..........................................Rolf and Liesl

Scene 7: Maria’s Bedroom, later that evening

The Lonely Goatherd ........................................ Maria and the Children

Scene 8: A Hallway in the Villa

Reprise: The Lonely Goatherd.......................................................Gretl

Scene 9: The Terrace of the Villa, six weeks later

How Can Love Survive? ..................... Max, Elsa, and Capt. von Trapp

Reprise: The Sound of Music ..........The Children and Capt. von Trapp

Scene 10: The Living Room, one week later

Scene 11: The Living Room, the same evening

So Long, Farewell ............................................................. The Children

Scene 12: A Corridor in the Abbey

Morning Hymn ..........................................................Some of the Nuns

Scene 13: The Offi ce of the Mother Abbess, three days later

Climb Ev’ry Mountain .............................. Mother Abbess and the Nuns

Paul Singelyn (Max Detweiler) is resuming his stage 
career after a 48 year hiatus.  He has lived in Naperville 
for 22 years, where he is a member of the Naperville 
Men’s Glee Club.  He has been married for 41 years to 
Nancy, has two sons and six grandchildren.  He runs a 
small manufacturing company in Chicago

Avery Sipla (Nun, Choreographer) graduated from 
North Central College and is the Dance Program 
Coordinator for the Naperville Park District, where she 
also teaches ballet.  She has performed in over 30 
community productions including OKLAHOMA!, ALICE 
IN WONDERLAND (White Chess Queen),  SEUSSICAL, 
BYE BYE BIRDIE (Gloria Rasputin), and A MURDER 
IS ANNOUNCED (Julia).  Her choreographic credits 
include THE MYSTERY OF EDWIN DROOD, H.M.S. 
PINAFORE, and THE SOUND OF MUSIC.  

Pam Smith (Nun Postulant)  is returning to the 
Community Player’s stage for a 5th time having last been 
seen as Abby Brewster in ARSENIC AND OLD LACE. 
She is also returning to Nonnberg Abbey for a 2nd time, 
previously seen as a postulant named Maria. Pam’s 
major role lately is that of costume engineer. Special 
thanks to all her “sisters” in the theater community for 
neverending love and support!

Jeremy Russell (Kurt) is a 10-year-old, 4th-grade 
student at Elmwood Elementary School in Naperville.  
He has taken several acting classes through The 
School of Performing Arts. While this is his fi rst on stage 
performance, he has written and performed in a movie, 
ALIEN ATTACK IN NAPERVILLE, and submitted it to 
The Naperville Film Festival in 2008.

Nancy Snell (Nun, Baroness Elberfeld) Nancy is so 
happy to be in this show! When she played Louisa in 
her high school’s production, she secretly longed to be 
in the beautiful Nuns’ Chorus, too, now’s her chance!  
And she gets to dance at the party, too!  Although she 
was in many shows in high school and college, this is 
her fi rst time on Community Players’ stage. It’s been 
lots of fun - thanks to all.



Rosemary Zimmerman (Nun) has been in a few 
Community Player’s productions including Aunt Eller in 
OKLAHOMA and one of the pick-a-little ladies in THE 
MUSIC MAN.  She is happy to be part of such a big cast 
for THE SOUND OF MUSIC.  

Dale Zimmerman (Admiral vonSchreiber) is in his 15th 
play with Community Players since he fi rst appeared in 
LIFE WITH FATHER in 1992. The opportunity to work 
with people that he has come to know through previous 
productions or has met for the fi rst time here is one of 
the joys of being a part of this theater group.

Susan Weiner (Mother Abbess) is glad to be back on 
stage after a twenty year hiatus (previous shows include 
CABARET, GIRL CRAZY, and H.M.S. PINAFORE). 
Susan teaches preschool and loves to garden. She 
loved having her daughter Annie in the show with her. 
The greatest joys in her life are her three children: 
Michael, Beth, and Annie! 

Annie Weiner (Louisa) is excited to be in this production 
of THE SOUND OF MUSIC. She was previously seen 
in SEUSSICAL THE MUSICAL at Washington Junior 
High where she attends sixth grade. Annie enjoys 
playing basketball, soccer, volleyball, and hanging with 
friends. She is grateful to her friends and family for all 
the support!

Marsha Taylor (Nun) was a pre-school teacher at Word 
of Life Pre-School in Naperville for many years.  Her 
only appearance on the stage was in the chorus during 
Community Players’ production of BYE BYE BIRDIE.   
She has really enjoyed the camaraderie  in the nuns’ 
chorus.  However, someone should do something about 
that director.  His wife should speak to him!

Nuns’ Chorus

Lori Klose, Soloist

Michelle Barton, Kathy Beitzel, Laura Denklau, Beth Elders, 
Carol Gerhardt, Shannon Kennedy, Stephanie Palubicki Kennedy, 

Katie Lapham, Mary Markwell, Jill Morrow, 
Chris Mueller, Toni Reiss, Nancy Snell, Pam Smith, Avery Sipla, 

Marsha Taylor,  Rosemary Zimmerman 

Synopsis

The Mother Abbess is unsure that life in a convent is best for Maria; so 
Maria is sent to become the governess for Captain von Trapps’ seven 
mischievous children. Maria introduces the children to the joys of singing 
and wins their hearts. The strict captain is also won over as Maria revives 
the sounds of music in the von Trapp villa. Baroness Elsa Schraeder, the 
captain’s fi ancée, is not pleased when she realizes the captain has feel-
ings for Maria. However, Max Detweiler, a family friend, is very pleased 
when he discovers this family of wonderful singers. Maria fl ees back to 
the abbey when she realizes that she is falling in love with the captain, 
but The Mother Abbess has Maria return to the von Trapp villa to “fi nd 
the life [she] was born to live.” To further complicate things, the Germans 
have taken over Austria and demand that Captain von Trapp accept a 
commission in the navy of the Third Reich. In order to delay accepting 
the commission, Captain von Trapp joins the von Trapp family singers. 
(Max arranged for the family to perform in the festival while the newly-
weds were on their honeymoon.) The von Trapps make their escape 
while the awards are being announced.



Cast of Characters

Maria Rainer .............................................................................Mary Elliott

The Mother Abbess ............................................................. Susan Weiner

Sister Berthe, Mistress of Novices...............................Becky Klein-Collins

Sister Margaretta, Mistress of Postulants ........................... Amy Hollander

Sister Sophia ...................................................................... Marilyn DiCola

Captain Georg von Trapp ......................................................Dave Mueller

Franz, the butler .......................................................................Nate Burke

Frau Schmidt, the housekeeper .............................................Susan Biggs

Liesl, age 16 .....................................................................Sarah Hollander

Friedrich, age 14.............................................................Nathan Hollander

Louisa, age 13 ...................................................................... Annie Weiner

Kurt, age 10 ....................................................................... Jeremy Russell

Brigitta, age 9 ....................................................................Megan Lapham

Marta, age 7 .......................................................................... Brynn Frantz

Gretl, the youngest .............................................................. Hannah Klose

Rolf Gruber, age 17 .................................................................Bryan Craig

Elsa Schraeder .................................................................. Beth Buffi ngton

Max Detweiler .......................................................................Paul Singelyn

Herr Zeller ..............................................................................Don Fleschut

Frau Zeller ................................................................................. Toni Reiss

Baron Elberfeld ........................................................................... Ed Green

Baroness Elberfeld ..................................................................Nancy Snell

A New Postulant .................................................................Carol Gerhardt

Admiral von Schreiber .................................................... Dale Zimmerman

Nazis...........................................................Garth Lawson, James Morrow

Party Guests .........................Kathy Beitzel, Roger Beitzel, Mary Markwell

Trio ............................................... Roger Beitzel, Dean Craig, Ollie Taylor

Fraulein Schweiger ............................................................. Laura Denklau

Off-Stage Voice ......................................................................Eddie Green

CUMC Holy Week Worship

Community United Methodist Church invites you to join us for our Holy 
Week worship.

Holy Week

Palm and Passion Sunday is April 5. We will enter worship with palms 
and praise, then hear the story of the Passion from the Gospel of Mark.

Lectionary: Mark 11:1-11; Philippians 2:5-11; Isaiah 50:4-9a
The Passion: Mark 14:1 - 15:47

Maundy Thursday is April 9. Community UMC will hold a service at 7:30 
p.m., recalling Christ’s last supper with his disciples and the new cov-
enant.

Good Friday is April 10. Community UMC, Wesley UMC, and First 
Congregational UCC will worship together at 7:30 p.m. at Wesley UMC 
(21 E. Franklin).

Holy Saturday is April 11. The 5:00 p.m. service will include liturgical 
readings from the Easter Vigil lectionary.

Easter Sunday

“Christ is risen!” Celebrate the day at any (or all) of our Easter ser-
vices.

Lectionary: John 20:1-18; 1 Corinthians 15:1-11; Acts 10:34-43

The Easter Sunrise Service is at 6:00 a.m. The United Methodist 
Men prepare and present this service and welcome all to their Easter 
Breakfast at 7:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.

Services at 20 N. Center will be at the usual times of 8:30 and 11:00 
a.m., and OnCenter at 11:00 a.m. Holy Communion will be shared at 
these services



Special Events

The Pretzels and Prayer children’s Lenten workshop returns for its third 
year. Children in kindergarten through fi fth grade are invited to join us on 
Holy Saturday, April 11, from 10:00 a.m. to noon in Fellowship Hall for 
some creative fun and exploration of prayer. Come make and eat home-
made pretzels (courtesy of Auntie Anne’s), learn the prayer-centered his-
tory of these pretzels, learn the Lord’s Prayer, and discover other ways to 
pray.

Two Labyrinths will be prepared by Community UMC youth in 
Fellowship Hall for Holy Week (April 6 through 11). Labyrinths have been 
used by Christians since medieval times as a means to meditate, pray, 
and connect with God in a higher spiritual way. They represent the inner 
pilgrimage we are called to make to take us to the center of our being. 
Come walk either or both of the labyrinths during Holy Week and see 
what you discover.

About Community United Methodist Church

As a community of faith and part of God’s nurturing family, all persons 
are invited to join in worship, spiritual enrichment and Christian fellow-
ship. People of all races, genders and sexual orientation are welcome. 
Several different services are provided, each with its own style.

    As a congregation with open hearts, open minds and open 
doors, we fervently live into the words of John Wesley: “If thou 
lovest God and all humankind, I ask no more: give me thine hand.” 
Our welcome knows no boundaries of age, race ethnicity, culture, 
gender, marital status, sexual orientation, economic condition, 
physical or mental ability.

Production Crew

Producer ............................................................................Dave Hollander

Director ............................................................................... Oliver J. Taylor

Assistant Director .....................................................................Dean Craig

Musical Director ...................................................................... Lana Sutton

Orchestra ........... Joline Bastounes, Ed Green, Cindy Lytle, Kyle Markwell

Choreographer .........................................................................Avery Sipla

Assistant Choreographer ..................................................Penny Johnston

Costumes ..............................Amy Hollander, Jill Morrow, and Pam Smith

Stage Manager ........................................................................ .Evie Burke

House Manager ........................................................................ Ollie Taylor

Set Design ....................................................................................Ken Cox

Set Construction .................................................................Ken Cox, Scott 
Shallcross, Dave Hollander, Kevin Russell, Jamie Kennedy, and the cast.

Mountain Scenery......................................................................Jill Morrow

Lighting Design ..................................................................... Graham Wills

Lighting ..............................................................................Dave Hollander

Spotlight......................................................... Penny Johnston, RaySutton

Sound Recording ........................................................................ Ed Green

Sound ...........................................................................................Ken Cox

Photography .............................................................Toni Reiss, Tim Elliott

Publicity ....................................................................................... .Ken Cox

Props ...................................................................................... Kay Lawson

Program ..................................................................................... Toni Reiss

Logo and Poster Design .................................................... Beth Buffi ngton

Box Offi ce .....................................................................................Ken Cox

Set Crew ...............................Eddie Green, Garth Lawson, James Morrow

Ushers ................................................................. Debbie and Justin Craig

Refreshments ...... John Klein-Collins, Jonah, Seth and Luke Klein-Collins



The Sound of Music

Copyright ©, as an unpublished work, 1960 by Howard Lindsay and 
Russel Crouse

Copyright ©, 1960, by Richard Rodgers, Oscar Hammerstein II, Howard 
Lindsay and Russel Crouse

Lyrics from musical compositions Copyright ©, 1959 by Richard Rodgers 
and Oscar Hammerstein II.

Williamson Music, Inc., owner of publication and allied rights throughout 
the world.

The Sound of Music opened at the Lunt-Fontanne Theatre in New York 
City on November 16th, 1959 continuing for 1,442 performances.  The 
London Production at the Palace Theatre started on May 18th , 1961, 

and ran for at least 1,230 performances.

Director’s Note

THE SOUND OF MUSIC is the fi rst professional musical performance 
I ever attended.  Almost fi fty years later I am still moved by the story 
and the songs.  It was a little overwhelming when the music and scripts 
arrived in the mail.  The script has diagrams for a revolving stage, de-
scriptions of about a dozen scenes, and lyrics for about a dozen songs.  
Furthermore, many of the songs have reprises which have slight varia-
tions.  Here at Community United Methodist Church, we have a stage 
with a door that raises!  However, with some imaginative planning, the 
production staff was able to create all the different scenes and the talent-
ed cast mastered the songs and all the variations.   Use your imagination 
as the Trapp living room and the offi ce of Mother Abbess transform into 
other settings during the performance; or as the altar area of the abbey 
becomes the  steps of the Trapp terrace, a hallway in the abbey, or the 
concert hall stage.

I have already mentioned the production crew and the cast.  Community 
Players’ productions are always a collaborative effort.  I hope you will 
take the time to review ALL the names of the production crew and cast 
members which are listed in the program.  WE hope you will join us for 
future presentations.  WE know you will enjoy THE SOUND OF MUSIC.

- Ollie Taylor

About Community Players

Community Players is celebrating its 29th year of quality community the-
ater with its 42nd production, THE SOUND OF MUSIC.

Our Shows 

1981 The Fantasticks 1982 You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown 1983 
Arsenic and Old Lace 1984 Two-by-Two 1985 The Mousetrap 1986 

The Music Man 1987 A Majority of One 1988 Snoopy 1989 Spoon River 
Anthology 1990 You Can’t Take It With You 1991 South Pacifi c 1992 

Life With Father 1993 Brigadoon 1994 Showstoppers Review 1995 The 
Dining Room • The Lion In Winter 1996 Kiss Me, Kate • Community 

Cabaret 1997 Ten Little Indians • Godspell 1998 Oklahoma • The 
Importance of Being Earnest 1999 The Crucible • Schoolhouse Rock, 

Live! 2000 The Secret Garden • Room Service 2001 Macbeth • The Best 
Christmas Pageant Ever 2002 The Mystery of Edwin Drood • Bedroom 
Farce 2003 Dogsbreath Devereaux, the Dastardly Doctor or...Nurses 

Foiled Again! • Quilters 2004 HMS Pinafore • Let’s Murder Marsha 2005 
Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland 2006 Bye, Bye, Birdie! • A Murder 
is Announced 2007 Inherit the Wind • The Diary of Anne Frank 2008 

Arsenic and Old Lace • Amateurs 2009 The Sound of Music

Special Thanks

The cast and crew of THE SOUND OF MUSIC would like graciously to 
thank the following people and organizations: 

Lottie Carter, Pam and Lee Rehm, and Sandra Wood for the loan of 
props used on the set. 

Tempo Players for the loan of some of our costumes.

All Dressed Up, Batavia, IL, for the rental of some of our costumes.



The Community Players Present

On behalf of the entire troupe at Community Players, we would like 
to thank you sincerely for your patronage and encourage you to join 
us again very soon. If you should have an interest in working with this 
group, in any capacity, please fi ll out the information requested at the 
bottom of this page and give it to one of the ushers before you leave the 
theater.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Name: _______________________________________________

Telephone (with area code):_____________________________

Email Address: (if you’d like to be on our email list.)

 ________________________________________

Community Players Proudly Presents

Friday, March 20, 7:30 pm
Saturday, March 21, 7:30 pm

Friday, March 27, 7:30 pm
Saturday, March 28, 2:00 pm and 7:30 pm

Community Players
Community United Methodist Church

20 N. Center Street, Naperville, IL

by 
Richard Rodgers, 

Oscar Hammerstein II, Howard Lindsay
and Russel Crouse
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