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CHARACTERS

(¢n order a{dppw/zmc&)
DIMITRIJONES ........oooiiierierieeesieeesi s seessnes Tony Parise
SUSAN CLAYPOOL ..............ooovooeeeeeeneeeeeeseeeeeeseeseeessessessseesssnee Taryn Parise
SHERIFF BATES ...........oooeeoeeceeeeceeeeeeeeeeeeeseseeees e Dale Zimmerman
GERT WITHERSPOON ...........cooouivererecrieiesiesiees e Carol Townsend
CORAAMES ..ot Mary Wu
BUD GRANGER.............o.cooroeereeereeeceeee e Nate Burke
ARTHUR WHITNEY ...........ooorooeeeeeeeeceeeeeeeeeeeseseeseeeessesessssesesesenens Dean Craig
JUNE WHITNEY ... Carol Craig
TILLY GRANGER ...........oooeooereeeeeeneeeseeees s Irene Servose
OYSTERS ROCKERFELLER ...............coomvuereeerrreneeeeeeieeesseees s Dave Jenkins
CHIFCHI VAZOOM ... Amy Hollander
FAY ARMSTRONG -......ooorverrverreencreeeseessasesssessssessssessssessssssssesneses Liz Gerhardt
LARRY LIME ..........oooomooeeeeeceeceeeeeeeeeeee e Dave Hollander
KAREN RUSSELL ........o.oooeeeieeieneisceeseeesesesessssssessssessssssssneens Avery Sipla

SCENES

The action of the play takes place in the Ritz-Apache Lodge,
a small hotel in the town of Tumbleweed, Arizona.

At One
Scene 1: A crazy afternoon in August
Scene 2: Next morning
Scene 3: Fifteen minutes later

At Two

Scene 1: Later the same day
Scene 2: That night
Scene 3: Early the following morning



DIRECTORS NOTE

As the father of two boys, and having been a young man myself (I know, hard
to believe), | wonder what types of crazy situations my boys will find
themselves in as they get older. That being said, | can't imagine that they

would be any wilder, or as unbelievable, as the ones that Bud Granger finds
himself in.

“My Son is Crazy, But Promising” is the kind of show where almost anything
can happen, and almost always does. Nothing is too outlandish or outrageous
for the adventurous soul that is our protagonist. Wrestling alligators, opening
oddly-themed restaurants, writing horror movie screenplays and searching for
buried treasure are all par for the course for the optimistic Bud.

Through the years, | have enjoyed working on shows with my family members,
and this time is no different. My son David, who is the assistant director, wraps
up his tenure as a youth member of Community Players with this show. He
will be graduating from Waubonsie Valley High School in May and then off to
lowa State University in the fall to study Criminology. | fondly remember his
roles as Mr. Spenalzo (dead body) in “Arsenic and Old Lace”, the Gypsy thug
in “Dracula” (dagger-fighting), and who could forget his stage debut as David
in “The Best Christmas Pageant Ever” at age 7.

My other son, Eddie, is currently a sophomore at lllinois State University,
majoring in History with a minor in Athletic Coaching. He also had some
prominent roles in CP productions, such as Howard in “Inherit the Wind", Peter
in “The Diary of Anne Frank”, and, one of his favorites, son of Banquo in
Macbeth (again with the sword-fighting and such).

As much as | have enjoyed my various roles in the theatre, | have enjoyed them
even more when | shared those experiences with my boys. Here's to all parents
of sons, who know how frustrating they can be at times, thoughtful at other
times, lazy, sloppy, forgetful, loud and creative most of the time. But most of
all, a little bit crazy, and very, very promising.

Ed Green



Nate Burke (BUD GRANGER)

Nate Burke (Bud) is excited to be back on stage
with Community Players. He was last seen as
Schroeder in “You're a Good Man Charlie Brown".
When he is not on stage, Nate enjoys ‘making the
internet go' working at an Internet Service
provider, and playing French Horn with the Fox
Valley Philharmonic Orchestra.

Carol Craig (JUNE WHITNEY)

This is Carol's fourth show with the Community
Players. Past appearances include Mrs.
Swettenham in “A Murder is Announced”, Nun
chorus in “Sound of Music” and Rose in “Bleacher
Bums”. Carol is enjoying being in the play with
her newlywed husband and her wonderful
daughter!

Dean Craig (ARTHUR WHITNEY)

Dean has appeared in 15 previous Community
Player's productions. His favorite shows have
been “Kiss Me Kate”, “Oklahoma” and “The
Music Man”. He has worked on several additional
shows as assistant director, stage manager, house
manager, sound or lights. Dean is happy to be
performing with his wife Carol.




Liz Gerhardt (FAY ARMSTRONG)

This is Liz's first show with the community players.
She is a junior at North Central College and is
excited to be involved in theater again. She is a
psychology major and is involved in Cardinal
Chorus at North Central. She is excited to be
working with such a great cast. Enjoy the show!

Amy Hollander (CHI-CHI VAZOOM)

Amy is a Community Players regular who was last
seen as Lucy in "You're A Good Man Charlie
Brown". She is enjoying again sharing the stage
with her husband, Dave, and thanks her son,
Nathan, for letting his parents go out and ‘play’.
By day Amy is an 8th grade science and math
teacher at Kennedy Jr. High. She also coaches the
Science Olympiad team, is a member of the
singing group, IF, and is a worship leader at
CUMC's contemporary service.

Dave Hollander (LARRY LIME)

Dave has appeared regularly over the last twenty
years with the Community Players. Recent
favorites include Charlie Brown in “You're a Good
Man, Charlie Brown,” Matthew Harrison Brady in
“Inherit the Wind,” and most recently as Arthur
Holmwood in “Dracula.” He appreciates another
chance to be in a show with his wife, Amy!
Thanks to all the cast of CRAZY for an hilarious
experience! Love to Nathan (and Sarah in Ames)!



Dave Jenkins (OYSTERS ROCKERFELLER)
Dave is a veteran of many Community Players
show. Some of his favorite roles had the oddest
names (Faker, Bazzard, TweedleDee, Fireman #2)
and now Oysters. Dave would like to thank his
wonderful friends for all their support.

Taryn Parise (SUSAN CLAYPOOL)

Taryn Parise is pleased to be performing alongside
her husband, Tony, in Community Players'
production of “My Son is Crazy but Promising”.
While this is her first performance with Community
Players, Taryn has been performing around the
Chicago area for the past 25 years. She was most
recently seen in the Albright Theater company's
production of “Eat Your Heart Out”. When not on
stage, Taryn “performs" for elementary students in
her role as a school librarian. She encourages
everyone to read more books!

Tony Parise (DIMITRI JONES)

This show marks Tony's first production with the
Community Players, but his third show acting
alongside his wife Taryn. A special thanks to the
director for casting him in a role where he is NOT A:
trying to kill his wife, as he did in Vex Theater's
“Jekyll and Hyde" or B: trying to repair a broken
relationship as he did in the Albright Theater's “Eat
Your Heart Out”. His other notable roles have
included playing a world re-known leprechaun
shoemaker and a set-changing ballet-dancing
snowflake.




Avery Sipla (Karen Russell)

Irene Servose (TILLY GRANGER)
Appearing in her 5th production with Community
Players, Irene observed: "Many acting roles are a
complete departure from one’s own life and real
personality. This, however, is not one of those
roles.” Her favorite performances include Truvy
Jones in “Steel Magnolias” and Mirela the vampire
bride in last fall's “Dracula”. She is grateful to Ed
for his comic genius, generosity and tolerance in
directing this show. She also sends her thanks to the
cast and crew for making life fun, and sends her love
to her own two “crazy but promising” sons.

Avery Sipla is the Dance Academy Coordinator at
Naperville Park District. She has appeared in over 35
productions as a dancer and singer. Favorite roles
include White Queen in “Alice in Wonderland”, Julia
in “A Murder is Announced”, Gloria Rasputin in
"Bye Bye Birdie", and Linus' blanket in "You're a
Good Man, Charlie Brown". She most recently
appeared in NCC's productions of “Hello Dolly” and
“Annie”.  Avery has choreographed previous
productions and is thrilled to be part of this cast.

il lin:ﬁm

Carol Townsend (GERT WITHERSPOON)

This is Carol's first time performing with
Community Players, though she has been involved
in many theaters in the western suburbs and
Chicago. She performs for The Mystery Shop, a
traveling theater group, and trains and assesses
doctors as a standardized patient. She wants to
thank the cast and crew for all their hard work,
and thank you, too, for coming to see the show.
Hugs and kisses to her #1 fan! Love you, Babes!




Mary Wu (CORA AMES)

Mary is making her theatrical debut in “My Son is
Crazy”. When she doesn’t have Sunday show
rehearsals, she enjoys being a leader with CUMC's
youth. She would like to thank Ed Green for giving
her an opportunity to work with such a unique
character. Mary would also like to thank her
fellow cast members for all their assistance, the
crew for being generally awesome, and her family
for running lines with her.

Dale Zimmerman (SHERIFF BATES)

Dale has appeared in many Community Players
productions since 1992, most recently as Van
Helsing in Dracula. Some of his favorite
performances have been in “Life With Father”,
“The Lion in Winter”, “Room Service”, “Bedroom
Farce”, and “Inherit the Wind". This play has been
extremely enjoyable, and he thanks Ed for giving
him the opportunity to be a part of it, and his wife
Rosemary for her support and patience during the
time consuming rehearsal process.




PRODUCER ......oooooeeeeeeeeeeeeee e Dave Hollander
DIRECTOR ...ooooieieeieeiieineeeie sttt ssss st st ssssssessanses Ed Green
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR .......cooooieeeeirieniseees s David Green
STAGE MANAGER ...t Jill Morrow
HOUSE MANAGER .......ccoomreemceimeeimeeeessecesseesessesssssessssssessnnas Debbie Craig
SETDESIGN ...ttt naen Ken Cox
COSTUMES ... esae e Pam Smith, Irene Servose
LIGHTING DESIGN ....ovveoeeeeeee e Graham & Suzanne Wills
SOUND DESIGN ...t nssensaes Ed Green
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PROGRAM DESIGN .....ovoeoeveeeeeees et Ed Green
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Justin Craig, Ed Green, Amy Hollander,

Dave Hollander, Dave Jenkins, Garth Lawson,
Kay Lawson, Tony Parise, Taryn Parise,

Irene Servose, Avery Sipla, Mandy Wu,

Mary Wu, Mike Wu, Dale Zimmerman
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ARTWORK

There are three un-framed paintings on the set that were
painted especially for this show. Please see our display in
the main hallway for further details about how you can
own one, or all, of these paintings.
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