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DIRECTOR’S NOTE 

 

 On December 19th, 1957 Elvis Presley received a letter that would spark a 

media maelstrom.  The letter was from the Memphis draft board informing him that 

he had been drafted and was to report for duty on January 20th.  Thousands of letters 

from angry fans were sent to everyone from the draft board to the President of the 

United States.  Paramount Studios used its clout to postpone the date of service until 

they could get another movie out of him, and Elvis’ manager, Colonel Parker turned 

the whole thing into a media circus. 

 So it is no surprise that a mere two years later, a musical appeared to satire 

the whole affair.  “Bye Bye Birdie” opened in April, 1960 and has sparked numerous 

revivals and two movies over the years.  And while many of the jokes and comments 

have become dated, the charm of the musical still holds up today. 

 I personally have never really seen the movies, and the only time I have seen 

it on stage was the Broadway Junior version performed by the students at Hill Middle 

School.  But last year, when I was watching Sine Nomine lead the worship service, I 

was struck by how many talented youth we had in our church, and how many of them 

would be graduating soon.  Since we only do a musical every two years, I knew that 

we needed to strike while the iron was hot and began planning right then to do this 

musical. 

 I want to thank all the talented cast members and back stage crew who 

worked so hard to get everything figured out.   

 I also want to thank a few people individually; Amy Hollander for taking the 

insane job of costuming 50 people while learning all the lines and songs as a lead in 

the show.  Ken Cox for taking my bizarre requests and turning them into a great set, 

and for never once hitting me when I changed my mind on what we needed.  Corie 

Buffington for remembering everyone’s choreography, even when I had forgotten it.  

And I want to thank my wife Beth for handling all the musical aspects of the show 

and for keeping me sane as I tried to figure out how to make everything work. 

 I hope you enjoy the show. 
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SCENES 
Act I 

Scene 1:  Office of Almaelou Music, New York 

 An English Teacher.................................................................................. Rosie 

Scene 2:  Sweet Apple, Ohio 

 Telephone Hour ............................................................................ Teen Chorus 

Scene 3:  MacAfee Home, Sweet Apple 

 How Lovely to Be a Woman...................................................................... Kim 

Scene 4:  Pennsylvania Station, New York 

 Put on a Happy Face ............................................................................... Albert 

 A Healthy, Normal, American Boy ............................................ Albert, Rosie, 

 Teen and Adult Chorus 

Scene 5:  Railroad Station, Sweet Apple 

 One Boy .......................................... Kim, Ursula, Deborah Sue, Margie, Rosie 

Scene 6:  Courthouse Steps, Sweet Apple 

 Honestly Sincere ...................................................................... Conrad, Chorus 

Scene 7:  MacAfee Home 

 Wounded ............................................................. Ursula, Deborah Sue, Margie 

 Hymn for a Sunday Evening ..................................... MacAfee Family, Chorus 

Scene 8:  Stage and Backstage Office 

Scene 9:  Stage, Central Movie Theatre, Sweet Apple 

 One Last Kiss ............................... Conrad, Male Quartet, Teen Chorus, Albert 

 

Act II 

Scene 1:  MacAfee Home 

 What Did I Ever See in Him ........................................................... Rosie, Kim 

Scene 2:  Street Outside MacAfee Home 

 A Lot of Livin’ to Do ............................................. Conrad, Kim, Teen Chorus 

 Kids ...............................................................................Mr. and Mrs. MacAfee 

Scene 3:  Maude’s Roadside Restaurant 

 Baby, Talk to Me ............................................................. Albert, Male Quartet 

Scene 4:  Back Door, Maude’s 

 Kids (Reprise) ..................................... Mr. MacAfee, Randolph, Adult Chorus 

Scene 5:  The Ice House 

 Ice House Livin’ ........................................................................... Teen Chorus 

 An English Teacher (Reprise) .................................................................. Rosie 

 Spanish Rose ............................................................................................ Rosie 

Scene 6:  Railroad Station, Sweet Apple 

 Rosie ............................................................................................ Albert, Rosie 
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