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Originally produced by Reduced Shakespeare Company
THE COMPLETE WORKS OF WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE (abridged) [revised] 

[again] is produced by special arrangement with  
Broadway Play Publishing Inc, NYC  www.broadwayplaypublishing.com

Community Players Naperville proudly presentsRude Mechanicals
Producer/Stage Director...............................David Hollander
Assistant Stage Director...........................................Liz Gaddis
Set Designer/Set Director...........................................Ken Cox
Costume Design............................Amy Hollander, Beth Best
Properties.................................................................... Kay Lawson
	 Sue Frankson, Emily Lawson
Sound Design/Operator..........................................Dean Craig
Lighting Design.........................Graham Wills, Suzanne Wills
Light Operator....................................................... Suzanne Wills
Stage Management... Amy Hollander, Amanda Zigterman
Box Office Manager....................................................Evie Burke
Publicity & Marketing.......................................... Suzanne Wills 
	 Liz Gaddis, David Hollander, the Cast
Set Construction.............................................................Ken Cox
 	 Nate Burke, Dean Craig, Jim Gaddis, Ed Green 
	 David Hollander, Garth Lawson, Will Zigterman
	 Zach Zigterman, the Cast
Babysitting....................................................................Carol Craig

“…thanks, and thanks,  
and ever thanks.”

	» Rev. Jacob Tipantasig-Wolverton and  
Community UMC – use of space

	» Tori Gaddis – properties loan
	» Bianca Esposito – properties loan
	» Dave Calvert and the Waubonsie Valley High School 
Theater Department – properties loan

Join Our Mailing List
Join our mailing list by subscribing to:

communityplayersnaperville.com/sign-up.

Comedy
All’s Well That Ends Well

As You Like It
The Comedy of Errors

Cymbeline
Love’s Labours Lost

Measure for Measure
The Merry Wives of 

Windsor
The Merchant of Venice

A Midsummer  
Night’s Dream

Much Ado About Nothing
Pericles, Prince of Tyre

Taming of the Shrew
The Tempest

Troilus and Cressida
Twelfth Night

Two Gentlemen of Verona
Two Noble Kinsmen

Winter’s Tale

History
Henry IV, part 1
Henry IV, part 2

Henry V
Henry VI, part 1
Henry VI, part 2
Henry VI, part 3

Henry VIII
King John
Richard II
Richard III

Tragedy
Antony and Cleopatra

Coriolanus
Hamlet

Julius Caesar
King Lear
Macbeth
Othello

Romeo and Juliet
Timon of Athens
Titus Andronicus

And THE SONNETS, of course!

Hear Ye, Hear Ye
	» This play is being presented in two acts, with a 
15-minute intermission.

	» Strobe effects will be used in Act II.

The Complete Works of 
William Shakespeare



Director’s Musings
I have long been a fan of William Shakespeare’s plays. 
I am also quite fond of modern comedy. So The 
Complete Works of William Shakespeare (abridged) is 
a perfect melding of personal preferences. Normally 
at Community Players, I would be auditioning for 
a stage role in a production like this. Taking the 
director’s chair, though, has been wildly satisfying. 
This cast collaborated and choreographed, studied 
and surprised, and practiced and perfected this 
performance. What you, the theater-goer, get to 
experience is in turn an emotional and intellectual 
treatment of the Bard’s muscular body of work and at 
other points insightful and silly takedowns of the works’ 
idiosyncrasies. And all in under two hours!

There is a “joke” in the script that references the 
chaotic nature of spelling in Elizabethan England in the 
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. The way the script 
exposes that chaos is by using Shakespeare’s First Folio 
spelling for murder: murther. The cast has worked too 
hard for you all to think they can’t pronounce murder 
properly…

There are a great many things going on in our world 
today about which we may wring our hands. There 
are matters of great seriousness that deserve our 
deep commitment and attention. But all work and no 
play makes Jack a very dull boy, indeed. Through this 
production, we offer a respite and an escape from the 
trials and troubles of today. We proudly invite you to 
take a break with us, laugh a bit, and recharge. I thank 
thee for thy pains in attending!

— David Hollander

Dramatis Personae
Jim Best (Himself)

Jim is happy to once again be on stage 
with Community Players after a twenty 
year absence. Jim got his start at 
Community Players back in 1986 playing 
Tommy Djilas in Music Man, and has 
performed and directed in many shows 
since. Most recently, Jim played Rogers 

in And Then There Were None at Curtain Call Theater 
in Mokena.

Anne Trodden (Herself)
Anne is as pleased as punch to be back 
for her second show at Community 
Players for The Complete Works of 
William Shakespeare [abridged]. She 
would like to thank her husband, Conor, 
and her kids, Lochlann and Isla, for their 
valuable advice on how to be funny. 

Graham Wills (Himself)
From radio stage, where War of 

Worlds was play’d,
Graham acts with joy in Shakespeare’s 

weightier work.
In comic style, with many a part 

portrayed,
“The Complete Works” he acts to raise a smirk
Thank I my kin, a trove of varied loves and cares,
And thou, good audience, for your bums on our chairs.

Liz Gaddis (Assistant Director)
Liz was very excited to experience a 
different aspect of theater as assistant 
director for this awesome show. She has 
done five shows with Community 
Players. When not on stage, she is a 
mental health therapist who also loves 
spending time with family and friends. 

She wants to thank her husband, Jim, her mom, and her 
friends for all of the support. Special shout out to Dave 
for giving her this fun opportunity to be a part of the 
show! Enjoy!!

David Hollander (Director/Producer)
Dave has been producing and 
performing for the Community Players 
for a couple of decades now. 
Performance favorites include Pseudolus 
in Forum, Charlie Brown in You’re a 
Good Man, Charlie Brown, and Matthew 
Harrison Brady in Inherit the Wind. He’s 

also directed The Diary of Anne Frank, Steel Magnolias, 
and A Doll’s House for Community Players. He is so very 
proud of all the efforts of this talented cast and 
production crew that will result in a wonderful 
entertainment experience!

Forthcoming Production
Community Players’ next production is Miracle on 
34th Street: A Live Musical Radio Play. Auditions are 
being held on September 3-4, 2024, both evenings at 
7pm. The play will be performed five times between 
November 15-23, 2024. The play is being directed by 
Jim Best, with musical direction by Beth Best. We 
welcome all who are interested to come audition. 


